Befriending

Befriending is an invitation to trust.  It can be as easy as a smile.  Or a simple interest in another’s good.  It begins by being friendly.  It starts with hospitality toward a newfound neighbor; or an admiration between professional acquaintances.  It grows what couldn’t be experienced alone.  

Befriending is an expression of optimism.  It proclaims that you are worth my trust.  It’s a type of covenant between two that can grow closer than a brother.  Befriending is genuine when it’s unconditional.  When there is no way of reciprocation.  Befriending allows for differences.  It is comfortable in its own skin.  It need not change another in order to be okay with itself.

True friendship is not fickle.  It sees the best in another even when they don’t see it in them self.  It lends what it has to help out a need that has not.  Befriending deposits a smile in the heart.  It elects to trivialize a weakness in order to gain mutual strength.  It shares importance in confidence.  It asks for help in time of need.  Befriending grows strong when both walk away stronger.  It cultivates an abundance that neither could have generated alone.

Befriending’s enemy is defending.  Defending presumes attack.  Befriending would rather trust then be disappointed than suspect and be surprised.  It treasures relationship over being right.  Befriending receives correction at humbling speeds.  It seeks what’s best for another, even if there is personal cost to provide it.

Befriending is the pattern Jesus used to reconcile the world to the Father.  It extended love long before it was deserved, and it lasted as long as it was needed.  Be a friend to yourself by befriending another.
Duke
