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A Baldrige Style Examination 

of Personal Growth in God

Baldrige is the official quality examination for American companies.  As I study to become an examiner for the Texas version of the award, I couldn’t help but write a piece on how it might apply in my spiritual growth.  The Baldrige criteria is a quality framework and doesn’t tell a company what or how to excel, yet points it in the direction needed to get there.  Using a sanctified imagination and a bit of creativity, I converted the Baldrige quality criteria into a ‘growth’ examination for me.  Here we go:

Approach: Was the growth conducted in a manner which honors God?  Do the means compliment their ends? Did the change go to God before it came from you to others?  Did it meet both your strategic objectives and God’s at the same time?  Does His seal of approval cover the growth?  Can it be shown on His big screen TV in heaven without blushing?

Effective and Systematic:  Did the growth reach all areas that might benefit?  How do you know?  Was the growth on purpose or a result of reaction?  Is the lessoned learned cumulative so that it can be generalized to other aspects of growth: mind, will, emotion, spirit, body, social?  Did it leave deposits of love behind?  Did your gain waste any of its pain?

Alignment:  Did the growth represent Christ?  Did it contradict any of His character? Does the growth compliment the content of His Word with the context of His heart?  Does it contradict or ignore His Word in anyway?

Depth:  Does the growth experienced go down to your soul?  Does it fundamentally change areas God would want to see changed?  How much ponder time was taken to squeeze out every bit of its lesson?  What are the links between what was learned and how it alters the way you think, act and feel?  How does it better prepare you for your next growth assignment when (not if) it comes?

Breadth:  Does the growth stay resident in you or does it spill out (sometimes bleed out) to help others?  Is your lesson for you to learn for others to gain?  Did the growth enable all areas of your life that might benefit?  

Growth can be a bump in life or an outreach from a cataclysmic fall, yet all can be converted into abundant life (didn’t say easy life), which was promised if we seek Him when growing from it.    Situational growth is only one-dimensional and returns to be experienced again until its lesson is learned.  The abundant life seeks God’s growth in everything and applies it so well in us, that it can’t help but spill out and help others as well.  

Grow well. 


Duke
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