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Truths on Teaching

Rather than a set of How-to’s, these are a set of Why-not’s

1. Teaching that is not permeable to learning is lost

2. Teaching can not pass on more than it has received

3. Teaching and telling others what you know are different.  One desires for others to learn, one wants to display what it knows

4. Teaching that does not reshape thinking is a shame

5. Teaching forces memorizing only when it is foundational to learning.  When facts are portably accessible, memorizing has lost its purpose

6. Teaching is the servant to learning.  Teaching becomes a disservice to itself when the roles are reversed

7. Teaching is the search lamp for discovery

8. Teaching should be the lever arm to learning; converting a single thought to a thousand applications

9. Teaching carries both content and character through the life of the learning

10. Teaching needs a key of readiness to open a mind

11. Teaching that is heartless is a heartless thing to do to learning

12. Teaching only rules when learning accepts its authority

13. Teaching is mindful of the misuse of its lesson

14. Teaching draws on the possibility of future application to raise the value of learning

15. Teaching studies its student

16. Teaching is always seeking the best bridge between subject and learner

17. Teaching is rewarded when the light turns on in the learner

18. Teaching’s best compliment is when its learnings teach another

19. Teaching is measured by the grooves left on the learner’s mind

20. Teaching is always looking for new ways to teach

21. Teaching can not help a know-it-all, for there is no room for new knowledge

22. Teaching should be its own student.  Without seeking to understand, it will lose its own propulsion

23. Teaching should be the ambassador of knowledge

24. Teaching that is delegated characterizes its authority

25. Teaching is better a friend than a master

26. Teaching has value when it adds value to the learner

27. Teaching’s best compliment is associated thinking

28. Teaching should cause the learner to explore; even beyond its teaching

From a learner’s perspective,

Duke
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